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Are no Seditious Con venticles." t 0Þ 
2 . nor puniſhable by the late A, F. 
F SD ,; .Y 
| What Perſons and Meetings axe Owned and *;; 
Allowed by the Licurgie of the Church be. 
of ENGLAND. 


And alſo, | 
What makes a Religious Meeting to paſs and |. 

Suffer under the Name of a Seditious Con- 

venticle, And likewiſe, what is a Conyen- 

ticle, and what is not a Conyenticle. And 

concerning the Church and its Goyern« 

ment. And the Difference between obſti- - *- 
- nately and Conſcientiouſly refulinggo take is” 

Judicial Oaths. And concerning rhe , rt 

and Judges, who may be Toncerned to heat® © © 7 

and determine the Cauſes and Matters - 

aforeſaid, : We be 


Written the beginning of the fourth Monerh nw” 
| {the {car - 2964. Jy EF. ny 
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. EXECUTION againſt them ? 


CHI 
Chriſtian Religious Meetings allowed by the Li- 


turgie, are no Seditious Conwenticles, nor pu- 


niſhable by the Late AS, Oc. 


'Hereas by the At,Entituled, 4» 4 to pre- 

, vent and ſuppreſs Seditiens Conventicles, 
It is Enacted an« Declared, That if any 
Perſon of the Age of ſixteen years or upwards, being « 
Snbje& of this Realm, at any time after the firſt day 
of July, which fhall be in the Tear of our Lord God 
1664. ſhall be preſent at any Aſſemoly,Conventicle,or 
Acting, under colour or pretence of any Exerciſe of 
Religion, in other manner than is allowed by the Li- 
turgy,or praiſe of the Church of England, at which 
Meeting or Aſſembly.there ſhall be five perſonr.or more, 
aſſembled together, over and above thoſe of the ſame 
Houſhold 5't hen it ſy..1l and may be lawful for two Ja- 
flices of Peace to commit sh:mto Priſon,C*c. for the 
firſt and ſecond 0ff:nee, in Order to Tranſportation. 
[s not this a matter very diiputable, and doth ir 
not belong to ſpiritual men to iudg, what Mectings 
upon the account ot Religion do agree with, cr are 
contriry to the Liturgie or practiſe of the Church 
of Ezcland,before the penalties of the Act be put in 


For if to aſlemble and meet together upon the 
account ofReligion,according to Soripture,be to al- 
{cmble and meet together according tothe Litur 
and praQtiſe of the Church of Z»g! ma ; then the! 
who aſſemble and meet together upon the account 
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(2) 
of Religion and Worſhip of God according to the 
Scripture(to the number of five or upwards)they do 
not meet contrary to the allowance of the Liturgie, 
or praiſe cf the Church of England, as aforeſaid, 
If the Liturgy do allow of meeting togeti:er, ac- 
cording to the Scripture, then they who rmeet to- 
gether according to the Scriptures, are no ſeditious 
Sefarics, neither is their Religious meetings ſediti- 
ous Conventicles,or puniſhable by the ſaid Act,being 
according to Scripture, and allowed of by the Li- 
turgie of the Church, as aforeſaid. 
The Sc:i- The Liturgie allows of the Scripture as its foun- 
pre & dation,and the Scriptures are acknowledged by the 
the toun. LIeur2y to be the moving cauſe of peoples Confeffi- 
dz ww. of On and Acknowledgment unto God of their mani- 
= —__ fold fins and tranſgreſſions, with an humble, lowly, 
icy &c, penitent and obedient heart, to the end that they 
may receive forgiveneſs of the ſame by his infinite 
goodneſs and mercy 3 for proof thereot [ce the be- 
ginning of the Liturgy. 
what the To aſſemble and meet together before the Lord 
9b to render thanks for the great benefits that we have 
at Mce;- received at his hands, to ſet forth his moſt worthy 
ing. praiſe,to hear his moſt holy Word, and to ask thoſe 
things which be requiſite and neceſſary, as well for 
the Body as the Soul,and to accompany one another 
m prayer,with a pure heart and an huwble voyce, to 
the Throne of Gods heavenly Grace, 1s that which 
the Liturgie owns and allows of, as its own and the 
Churches Practiſe 3 ſee for proof thereof that ou 
of the Liturgy at the beginning, where 1t is ſaid, 


Dearly 
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Dearly Beloved Brethren, the Scripture moveth us in 
undry places, to acknowledge and confeſs our mani- 
fold fns and tranſgreſſuons. | 
Sceing it is ſo; Then for us and the People of To meer 
God to allemble and meet together (to the number ac<oidi's 
of five and above ) before the Lord, upon the ac- —_ _< 
count of Religion;as Workhippers of him, to render 
thanks for the great benefit we have received at 
his hands,to ſet forth his moſt worthy praiſe,to hear 
his moſt holy Word, and to ask thoſe things which 
be requiſite and neceſſary, as well for the Body, as 
the Soul, and to accompany one another in prayer, 
with a pure heart and an humble voyce, to the 
Throne ot Gods heavenly Grace, is allowed by the _ 
Liturgic,and according to the praQtiſe of the Church jtecnnss 
of England : And therefore ſuch ought not to be pu- nihabi-by 
niſhed, but acquitted and tolerated, who aflemble the lace 
and meet according to the Liturgie, or practiſe of Now 
the Church, as aforeſaid 3 becauſe ſuch their godly from the 
religious meetings are allowed by the Liturgy of p-natity. 
the Church, and ſuch meetings are not prohibited nd boy 
but allowed by the Act, as are allowed by the Litur- the Lituc- 
gy or praCtiſe of the Church of England. _—_ 
By what hath been ſaid, it may and doth appear 
what the Liturgie of the Church of Exz/ad is, and Hs can 
what it doth allow,and that our godly and religious pg 
Meetings are not contrary to the allowance of the menr be 
Liturgie or practiſe of the Church of England, asfifely gin 
aforeſaid : How can they then that cometo ſwear qurger x 
againſt us, ſwear with a ſafe Conſcience, that we ſech cafes, 
meet and aſſemble together on the behalf of the 
Lord. 


24 Hen. $. 
Chap. 12, 


| (4) 
Lord as his Worſhippers, contrary to the allowance 
of the Liturgie, or praGtiſe of the Church of Exg- 
land : And if our Jurors or Judges be not ſpiritual 
men,and underſtanding in Divine matters, how will 
they judge aright in this caſe? that they may not 
deſtroy, but preſerve us in our Liberties, Principles, 
and Practiſes. 
Seeing that in this Caſe much ambiguity or doubt 
may ariſe, and if this be a Spiritual caule, and di- 
vine ratter, which is to be heard and determined, 
that is to ſay, Whether we meet and aſleinble toge- 
ther on the behalf of the Lord, as his Worſhiopers, 
or noz And whether ſuch our godly and rc!igious 
meetings, be contrary to, or agreeable to what the 
Liturgie or praCctiſe of the Church of Exglizd in 
fuch caſes alloweth of; ought not we herein to be 
judged by Spiritual men? Becaule it is 11d in the 
Statute of the 24 Her.8.*That the Rody Spiritual 
having power when any Cauſe of th? Law Divine hap- 
pers to come in queſtion, or of Spiritual Learning, to 
declare and determine all ſuch doubts, and to admini- 
ſter all ſuch Offices and Duties, as to ther Room $pis 
ritual :doth appertain :. for the duc aiminiſtration 
whereof; and to keep them from corruption, and ſini- 


fter affedtion, the Kings moſt noble Irogenitors, and 


the anceſtors of the Nobles of this Realm, ner 
ciently endowed them with honour and Po; eſſtons. 
And the Laws temporal are for Tryal of Property of 
Lands and Goods and fgr the Conſervation of the pes- 
ple of this Realm in unity and peace, without Ravin 
or Spoyl,by the Temporal Judges, and the other by the 
SPOr7- 
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| rience hath ſhewed: And may they not juſtly be de- 


(5. 
Spiritual Judges, as aforeſaid, or as by the ſaid $Sta- 
tntc may be ſeen, 24 Hen. 8. 12, 


Seditious Convwentidles. 


—_ 


A as concerning ſeditions Conyenticles, provi- 
ded againſt by the A&, and the Reaſon givenThereaſon 
for the preventing and ſuppceſling of them, lt 1s de- 8iven for 


preventing 


clared in the Preamble or Gryuund of the Act, the nq fops 
Reaſon for making the Aft, which is, vis. For pro- preſſing 
viding therefore of further and more ſpeedy Reme- <4itious 


Conventt- 


lies againſt ihe gronnne and dangerous praFiſescles, Kc, 
of ſeditions SeFaries, aud oiher difi»yal perſons, who 
ander pretence of tender Conſciences, do at their 
Meetings contrive Inſurredtions, as late experience 


bath fſhewed. 


Are not thoſe perſons and that people only decla- Seiicions 


red to be ſeditious SeCtaries and diſloyal perſons, Seftarics 


who under pretence of tender Confciences, do at their meer- 


their Meetings contrive InſurreGions? as late expe-ings do 
COniriy?2 
. In'urceRi- 
clared to be ſo,who are ſo indeed ? tor there is good ons, ought 


reaſon to | op Remedies againſt ſuch perſons*2 be pu- 
e 


X niſted, & 
and pratiſes,who under pretence of tenderneſs of gemegics 


Conſcience, do at their Meetings contrive In{urre- agziaſt 

Ctions, as aforeſaid. —_— 
But as concerning the innocent people of God,re- provides. 

proachtully called @x4kers, they are clear and free The iunc- 


from tuch {cditious and dangerous practifes,and are _ 


not thoſe ſeditious Sectaries and dif]oyal perſons,be- from con- 


cauſe ing Ta- 
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furre&i- cauſethey neither have, nor do at their Meetings 


ons ar 
their{goJ- 
ly meer- 


contrive Inſurrections, neither hath former or pre- 
ſent experience ſhewed any ſuch thing to be done,or 


ings, 5 intended by them for it is againſt their Principles, 


EXPeETi»+ * 
ence hath 


prattiſes,doctrines,and judgments, and they are ut- 


th2wed, terly and abſolutely againſt deſigning or contriviag 


any ſuch things; neither-did their godly Religious 
Meetings ever produce any ſuch bad effects, as ex+ 
perience hath ſhewed for many years by-paſt. 

What is a Conventicle according to the Act, and 
puniſhable by the ſame accordingly ? ought not this 
to be known and rightly conſidered by them that 
are to be Witneſſes, Jurors,or Judg&,that the inno- 
cent may not be condemned with the wicked, be- 
cauſe itis forbidden by the Law of God, ſaying,The 
Innocent ard Righteous ſlay thou not ;, therefore by 
the Law of God, the Innocent and Righteous are 
not to be deſtroyed, but preſerved in cheir Princi- 
ples and Practiſes, to God-wards, as well as intheir 
Liberties, Perſons, and Eſtates, 

To meet together 1n a private Houſe,to the num- 


whatis not her of four, beſides the Houſhold or Family, is no ſe- 


a Conven- 


ricle. 


land, And 


ditious Conventicle, neither is ſuch priv.te Mect- 
ings either declared by the ſaid Act tv be ſuch Con- 
venticles, neither are they provided ag inſt by the 
ſaid AQ,or puniſhable thereby, but juſtined and to- 
lerated,and not at allcondemned. Therefore private 
Meetings,or to meet in private Hyuſes,to the n1m- 
ber of four beſide the Houſhold or Family,are no ſe- 
ditious Conventicles,though they may meet contra- 
ry to the Liturgle,or practiſe of the Church of Eng- 
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 Andſit ſeems)according to the intent of the A&, 
to meet and aſſemble together to the number cf 
five or upwards, beſides them of the Ho -:thold or 
Family where they do meet, under colour.or pre- 
tence of any exerciſe of Religion, in other manacr 
than is allowed by the Liturgie, or practiſe of the 
Church of England, is an offence. 

Then, it ſeeme, to meet together in greater or 
lefſer numbers, upon "the account of Religion, ſo 
that they who aflemble and meet together for the 
Exerciſe of Religion, do preach and pray, or per- 
form Religious Exerciſe and Duty to God, allowed 
by the Liturgie or practiſe of the Church of Eng- 
l8#rd, 1s no offence. 

What 1s it then for a people to meet in greater hargod- 
Numbers (than four, belides the Houſhold or Fas?! © egy 
mily ) upon the Account of Religious Exerciles, ings are, 
and notto be contrary unto, but allowed of by the ?<<vi4ivg 
Liturgie, or practiſe of the Church of England, lo bends. 
as ſuch Religious Meetings may not ſuffer by the the Lirur- + 
Late At? Tothe which, ſomthing is ſaid hb pon 
that to Aſſemble and Meet together ( to the num- England, 
ber of five, or above ) beſore the Lord, upon the*<- 
account of Religion, as Worthippers of him.,to ren- 
der thanks unto God for the great benefits that we 
have received of him, to ſet forth his moft worthy 
praiſe,to hear his moſt holy Word, and to ask thoſe 
things which be requiſite and neceſlaty both for 
Soul and Body, and in the performance -of that Du- 


, ty to accompany one another in Prayer,withaipure 


eart,and an humble Voyce,to the Throne of Gods 
B 
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(8) 
Heavenly Grace,is allowed by the Liturgie and pra. 
Ctice of the Church of Ergland, as aforeſaid. 
To Aſſemble and Meet cogether before the Lord 
upon the account of Religion and Worſhip, to 
Preach and Pray, or perform Duty to God, is not 
contrary unto, but allowed of by the Liturgie, and 
is according to the practiſe of the Church of Exg- 
land ; becauſe they either do, or ought ſo to do,as 
aforclaidz and we meet together before the Lord, 
as Worſhippers of him, to Preach and Pray, or per- 
form Duty to God, therefore our M=etings are ac- 
cording tothe pratiſe of the Church, and allowed 
of by the Liturgie,. as aforeſaid. 
Again, The Liturgie of the Church of England 
See Co {ajth,1t is very meet,right,and our bounden Duty,that 
ws hs we fhonld at all times, and in all places, perform 
Feaſt of Dwutyto Ged : And if it be very meet, right, and the 
bur © bounden Duty of a profeſling people, that they 
ene ſhould at all times, and inall places, meet together 
toWorſhip God,or perform Duty unto him,as afore- 
ſaid.then for us.,and the people of the Lord to meet 
together at any time, andin any place, to Worſhip 
God,or perform Duty unto him as his people,or true 
Worfhippers of him,is not contrary unto,but 2ccord- 
ingto 1 £2 manner that is allowed of by the Liturgie 
of the Church of Ezgland, as aforeſaid. 
See Good The Church is declared by the Liturgie #0 be the 
Friday,the xJopſhold and Family of God 3 then they who are of 
_ © Gods Houſhold and amily, may meet and aflem- 
" ble together to wait upon God in the way of his 
worſhip : and not go under the name CO 
Ons 
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Conventicles, becauſe the Liturgie declareth the 
Church to be the Houſhold and Family of God, and 


* Pariſh Meeting places are not that Houſhold and 


Family, neither are wicked unſanCtified people the 
Houſhold and Family of God : Therefore wicked 
unſanctified people are not allowed of by the Litur- 
gie, or declared to be the Church of God 3 and.to 
refuſe to meet in point of Religion and Warlhip 
with ſuch as are not of Gods Houſhold and Family, 
isnot to refuſe to come to the Church and Service 
of God 3 but to aſſemble and meet together in 
point of Religion and Worſhip of God, with the 
Houſhold and Family of God, to perform Duty un- 
to him at any time,and in any place,is tocome to the 
Church and Service of God, according to the allow- 
ance of the Liturgie of the Church, as aforeſaid. 
That the Church is not owned or declared bythe 
Liturgie to be either the Pariſh Meeting places, or 
wicked unſanctified perſons,though theymay aſlem- 8 
ble and meet there,1is very plain ; {ns ſe the Litur-, 
- declareth and ſaith, the Church either are, or nor. 
ould be Regererated and Born of God; and they 
who are not Regenerate and Born of God, are not 
owned or declared by the Liturgie to be any Mem. 
bers of the Church of Ergland. And again, the 
Church 1s declared by the Liturgie, not only to be 
Regenerate and Born of Water and the Spirit, but it 
is allo Declared by the Liturgie, that the whole Bo- 


ay of the Chur.h is governed and ſantified by the 0-46: of 
Fpirit of God for proof thereof, ſee that called the Faptim. 


Order of Baptiſm,and on Good Friday the Colledts. 
B 2 See- 
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of che the Spirit 0 
Chuceh, 


ed 


(1 ) 
ed and ſanftified by the Spirit of God,are not owned and who 
either as Miniſters or Members of the Church 5; and Þ'<n** 
the Scripture ſaith, If any mar have not the Spirit of / rh 
Chriſt, * is none of his : Chrilt doth not own any, £turgie 
either as his Miniſters, or Members of his Church,if""* **t- 
they have not his Spirit, as aforeſaid. See Row. 8.9. 
Seeing that the whole Body of the Church is de- 
clared by the Liturgie to be Governed and Sanfifi- 
ed by the Spirit otGod,is not the body of theChurch 
a ſantified Budy,and undera ſpiritual Government? 
And oug|:t not Spiritual men to hear and determine 
ſpiritual matters? And ſeeing that it is a ſpiritual 
matter that is like to come 1n queſtion,about meet- 
ing according to the allowance of the Licurgie, or 
no,may not thoſe that are to be tryed ia ſuch cafes, 
juſtly appeal ro the ſpiritual Judges, to judg of ſpi- 
ritual Cauſes, and not tothe Temporal Judges z tor 
is there not belonging unto the Imperial Crown of 
the Realm.a Body Politick, compact of all ſorts and 
degrees of people,divided in Terms. and by Names 
of Spirituality and Temporality,to render aud yield 
Juſtice and final determination to all manner of peo- 
ple, reſiants or ſubjeCts within the Kings Realm, in ©. 
allCauſes,Matters, Debates,and contentions hapning 
to occur, inſurge, or begin with the-limits thereof 2 
And hath not the BodySpiritual power, when any 
Cauſe of the Law Divine hapnethto come inqueſt. 
on, or of Spiritual Learning, to declare and detex- 
mine all ſuch duubts ? and are not the Laws Tem- 
poral for Tryal of Property of Lands and Goods,and - ws 
tcx che Conſervation of the people of this Realmin *' 
unity 


2 Coll. for 
Peace. 
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unity and peace, without Ravin or ſpoyl. And are 
not thoſe Temporal Laws to be adminiſtred and ex- 
ecuted by ſundry Judges and Minifters of the other 
part of the ſaid Body Politick, called the Tempa- 
rality? If the Body Politick be divided into,and con- 
ſiſt of two Parts, the one part called by the name of 
Spirituality, and the other part called the Tempo- 
rality 3 the one to hear and determine ſpiritual mat- 
ters and cauſes,and the other to hear and determine 
Temporal cauſes and matters ; For as much as ours 
is a ſpiritual matter or cauſe, being concerning the 
Worlhip of God, ought not the Temporal Judges 
to leave it to the ſpiritual Judges to hear and de- 
termine? The whole (ſtreſs of the matter lyeth in 
this thing, thatis to ſay, whether Meetings upon the 
account of Religion be allowed by the Liturgie or 
practiſe of the Church of Exglard,or no? For thoſe 
Meetings that are not contrary to the allowance of 
the Liturgie or practice of the Church of England, 
are not (it ſeems)neither prohibited, nor puniſhable 
by the AQ, as aforeſaid. 

It is declared by the Liturgie of the Charch of 
Evgland, that the Service of God is perfe@ freedome; 
and ſeeing that by the Liturgie of the Church of 
Exgland the ſervice of God is owned,allowed of,and 
declared to be pertect freedom,whether ought any 
perſon or perſons whatſoever, to be forced either 


. toit or from it by outward compulſion, but rather 


left to their liberty an4"treedom concerning the 
ſame._ 


Concerning 
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_v 


Concerning Oaths, and Jurors, or Judges, &c. 


V Hereas it is ſaid in the late A&,That there are 
ſome perſons that do obſtru# the proceeding 
of Juſtice by their obſtinate refuſal to take Oaths law- 
fully tenared unto them in the ordinary courſe of 
Laws; It is enafted, That if any perſons do refuſe to 
take a judicial Oath in any Court of Record, except 
Court Leets, being duly and legally ſummoned, or 
ſerved with proceſs to appear in he Conrts,as afore- 
ſaid, as awitneſs, or returned to ſerve of any Jury, 
or ordered to be examined upon Interrogatories, hav- 
ing n0 Legal Tlea, to juftifie or mark, the refuſal of 
the ſame Oath; or if any perſons be duly ſerved with 
a Proceſs, to anſwer any Bill exhibited againſt them, 
in any Court of Fquity, or any ſuit in any Conrt Ec- 
cleflaſtical. ſhall refuſe to en/wer ſuch Bill or Suit rp- 
on Oath, in caſes where the Law yequires ſuch anſwer 
to be upon Oath,or bg ſummoned tobe a Witmeſs in any 
ſuch Conrt, or ordered to be examined upon Interro- 
gatories, ſhall for any Cauſe or Reaſon not allowed by 
Law, refuſe ta take ſuch Oath, that then for every 
ſuch offence, as aforeſaid, they ſhall inzier the Judg- 
ment and puniſhment of Tranſport ation,as is appoint - 
ed by the ſaid Ad. 21 FLA 


If thoſe who obſtinately dorefuſe to take 'Judici. Obſtinare 
al Oaths, be the only perſons that ob{trudt rhe pres _—y G 
ceeding of Juſtice by their-obftinate refuſal ſo todo, 


without ſhewing any good reaſort for their refaſal; 
be the only perſons inteaded, and pede 
t 


% 


D;F-rence 


her ween 


obſtintely 


(14) 
the penalties of the Act in ſuch caſes are to be ex- 
tended. Then they who out of Conſcience to God- 
wards do refuſe to take Oaths, and by giving a rea- 
ſon wherefore they cannot ſwear or 4 Oaths, as 
aforeſaid,do make it appear(to the witneſs of God in 
the Conſciences of men) that their ſo refuſing to 
ſwear,is not out ofobſtinacy, but out of Conſcience 
to Godward,as aforeſaid z ought not they to be ten- 
derly dealt with, and freed from the ſeverity of the 
{aid AQ inthoſe Caſes of Conſcience ? 

For thereis a great difference between obſtinate- 
ly refuſing to ſwear, and conſcientiouſly to refuſe 


| lyandcon-TO ta keOaths; and if they who obſtinately, without 
ſcientiou- ſhewing any reaſon, refuſe to take Judicial Oaths, 


flyrefuling .. 1foreſai 


ro (wear. 


Rev. T, s, 
Mar. $:34- 


» be the only Obſtructers of Juſtice by 
their obſtinacy, and the perſons punithable by the 
ſaid*ACt in ſuch caſes; then they who do not obſti- 
nately, but conſcientiouſly refuſe, who out of Con- 
ſcience to Godward dare not take an Oath, they are 
'not concera'd therein, but ought to be clear and free 
from the ſame. 

Is it not well known after many years experience 

& tryal,that God hath an innocent people reproach- 
fully.called @xakers in this Kingdom, who do not 
obftinately, but out of Conſcience, refuſe to take 
Oaths? It is matter of Conſcience to them. not to 
ſwear at all, becauſe Chriſt Jeſus the Prince of the 
Kings of the Earth doth -forbid it, ſaying to his 
friends, & ſubjects Swear not.at all. But if any whoſe 
rinciple, judgment,and. faithzis:to {wear and take 
Oaths,ſhould obſtinately,without ſhewing a _— 
FeALIOnN 
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reaſon,refuſe to take Judicial Oaths,to obſtrutt the 


. proceeding of Juſtice by their obſtinacy, it is good 


to provide againſt ſuch, and to diſtinguiſh between 
them who obſtinately refuſe to ſwear,and they who 
conſcientiouſly refuſe to take Oaths ; that they who 
out of Conſcience to Godwards dare not ſwear and 
take Oaths, may go unpunithed for ſuch a refuſal : 
And would it not be a good thing to provide Re- 
medies for tender Conſciences, how to take their 
Teſtimonies withoutOath,whoſe word and promiſe 
is as obligatory and binding to them, as Oath or 
Bond can be? | 

They who in obedience to the Will of God, and 
Command of Chriſt Jeſus, under the Covenant of 
Grace,do refule to] ſwear & take Oaths in one caſe 
or other,ſach do not obſtinately,but conſcientiouſly 
refuſe totake Oaths, and they have a good reafon 
in Law,or a lawful plea(in the {ight of the Lord,and 


Mat 5.34. 


Lam.5.12, 


accepted of by him)to juſtifie and excuſe their refu- 


ſal of Oaths,and ſuch perſons ought to be tenderly 
dealt withal 3 and ought they not alſo to be clearly 
acquitted or freed from the torce of the penalties ? 

For they. who out of tenderneſs of Conſcience 
cannot take any Oaths, they have the command of 
Chriſt Jeſus under the Goſpel(whereby he repealed 


Oaths under the Law)to plead for their excuſe and Mt. 5-33» 
iuſtifh ion:and what a b ] 34335, 36, 
jultification;zand what a better plea,more lawful and ;,/ 


reaſonable , *can in ſuch a cafe be produced and 
brought forth, as a reaſon of a conſcientious refuſal 
of Oath? It is accepted and taken by the great God 
of Heaven, and why ſtiould it be refuſed by men? 

| \t 
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we,” rail 
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It is accounted unlawful now in this age for Chri- 
ſtians(Saints & Believers in Chriſt the Commander) 
to obey the Will of God, and Command of Chriſt 
Jeſus? If not, Then is it not(now accounted) lawful 
and reaſonable(1in pw? a4 obey theWi'il of God and 
Command of Chriſt Jeſus, the Prince of the Kings of 
the Earth, and to plead his command under the Go- 


ſpel,as their juſtification for not ſwearing z becauſe *I* 


he ſaith,Swear not at all,neither by Heaven nor earth 
(and therefore not by things therein contained) ſo | 
that it is the duty of Chriſtians to be obedient unto *' 
Chriſt Jeſus, who commands his Diſciples and Fol- * 
lowers to be true and faithful unto him, by denying | 
all Swearing,and to ſpeak Truth (which 1s the ſub- 
ſtanceor end of an Oath) upon every occaſion. 
And ought not this plea to be owned, accepted , 
and taken in Law,and by the Jurors, or Judges, as a 
ſufficient reaſon in Law.to juſtifte or excuſe the con. 
ſcientious refuſabef Oaths, by them who do not ob- 
ſtinately,but out ofConſcience refuſe to take Oaths? | 
And is it not the Duty of Jurors,or Judges (to God- 
wards) to accept and allow of the ſame to be good 
and ſufficient (in Law) to all intents, conſtructions, 
and: purpoſes, in the caſes aforeſaid ? becauſe the 
Law of God is ſaid to bethe ground of the Law of 
the Land, and that all Laws ought to be conſonant 
to the Law of God : fand therefore it is ſaid (in the 
Book called Ds@.and Student, Chap. 6.) The ſecond 
Ground of the Law of England, is the Law of God : 
and alſo, If any general Cuſtome were dire@ly againſt 
the Law of God, or if any Statute were made direaly 
, - againſt 


(17) 
aeainſi it, the Cuſtome and Statute were vo yd. Doct, 
and Stud. cap. 6. 

And again,though that be a good reaſon to plead 
againſt ſwearing, becauſe Chriſt Jeſus under the Go- 
ſpe! commands the contrary 3 and ſeeing that ſuch a 
P!lca God accepts,why ſhould it not be accepted and 
-1lowed by men,who may be ourJurors and Judges: 
And moreover, becauſe the Jurors and Judges, and 
aoth we and many other Proteſtants have covenant- 
ed with God by promiſe and vows, Firlt,to forſake Sce char 
the Devil and all his works 3 and Secondly,'to keep (2 te 
Gods holy Will and Commandments, and walk in Bapciin.. 
the ſame all the dayes of our lives : and ſeeing that 
{wearing is againſt the Will of God under the New 
Covenant and Goſpel Diſpenſation, being contrary 
tothe Command of Chriſt Jeſus, who ſaith, Swear 
0t at all ; have not both Jurors and Judges, and we og HEM 
and many good Proteſtants covenanted with God 
by promiſe and vow, againſt Swearing, as aforeſaid? 
Conſider well of it. 

And likewiſe, if it be asked of us, why we refuſe 
to ſwear and take Oaths,may it aot be truly anfwer- 
ed and pleaded,that we carnot ſwear & take Oaths, 
becauſe the Biſhops and Prieſts have bound us un- 
der a ſolemn Vow againſt Oaths, by cauſing us to 
covenant with God by promiſe and vow,in order to 
the obtaining that honourable Title of Chriſtians, 
C0. toforſake the Devil and all his works, and to 
keep Gods holy Will and Commandments all the dayes 
of our lives > and doth it not plainly appear, thut 
Swearing under the Goſpel Ditpenſation is againſt 

; G25 the 
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John 16, 
22,3, 


(18) 
the Will of Cud, bcirg contrary to the command of 
Chriſt Jeſus, as aforeſaid, 

And we make Conſcience of it, it is great matter 
of Conſcience to ys, both to keep Covenant with 
God,and alivto keep the command of Chriſt Jeſus; 
and it you or any can convince us,that we may law- 
fully break Covenant with God, and diſobey the 
Command of Chrilt Jeſus, without incurring the diſ- 
pleaſure of God, and violating the Fundamentals of 
the Epiſcopal andProteſtant Religion, we ſhall hear- 
kento you,and take it info due conſideration. 

And moreover,many of the friends of Chriſt Jeſits 
2re excommunicated (as Chriſt hath foretold in his 
Propheite John 15.)and doth not that Act of Excom- 
munication put them out of a Legal capacity of tak- 
ing a Judicial Oath,or bearing an Office? And if ſo, 
may not that be pleaded.,and taken as a Legal plea, 
to juſtifie or excuſe ſuch for refuſing of Oaths ? 

And if Swearing before a Magiſtrate be lookt up- 
on to be of Divine Inſtitution, and according to the 
appointment of God, where doth Or can it be made 
apparent by any plain Text of Scripture, that God 
ordained and appoitited one Magiſtrate to admini- 
iter an Oath to another, before he could be admit- 
ted into his Office ; and that an Oath was ordained 
and appointed of God, to be adminiltred to a third 
perſon by a Magiſtrate,for the deciſion of a Contro- 
verſie 2 andif that can be proved by Scripture, it 
may be of great ſatisfaftion : and if not, Ought not 
tender hearted people tobe freed from the 1mpoſt- 
tion of Oaths upon their Conpſciznces in the caſes 


aforeſaid ? And 
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And for that,and the cauſes and reaſons aforcfaid, 
Ought not the Jurors and Judges to be tender to- 
wards the people of God reproachtully called @u4- 
kers, and to acquit them from the penalties provyid- 
cd by the Act againſt Meeting and Swearing ? Con» 
ſider well ot it in Chriſtian Moderation and the fear 
of the Lord, and thc Lord guide you and them in 
the wayes of right Juſtice,to give judgment in the 
matters and ca1i{es aforeſaid, who are or may there- 
in be concerned. 


Concerning the people and worſhippers of God, own- 
ed and allowed by the Liturgie of the Church of 
England. 


GENE that meeting together upon the account of 
Religion and Worſhip of God, contrary to what 
is allowed by the Liturgie,or practiſe of the Church 
of Eneland, to the number ofjfive or above, is ac- 
counted an offence, puniſhable with Impriſonment, 
and Tranſiportation,by the late Act ; it is very good 
to take notice,and that all Jurors, Judges,and Minj- 
ſters of the Law, as well as Witneflcs, do conſider 
who are the only perſons and people owned and 
allowed of by the Liturgie, as the pcople and wor- 


ſhippers of him,that ſuch may not be puniſhed upan ' 


ſuch anaccount, but clearly acquitted from the 
force of the Penalties concerning the ſame. 
1. They who are owned and allowed by th Li- 


>. 


Y 


turgie as the people of God,and worſhippers of lum, f a__ 
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(20 ) 
are ſuch as God the Father, through che Son of his 
love, hath out of his bounteous mercy granted that 
thing unto, which by Nature they could not have, 
that 15to ſay, Regeneration, the work of his Spirit. 

2. They whoareRegenerated,and by that At of 
Regeneration are grafted into the Body of Chri*s 
Congregation, which is holy, and declared ſo to bc 
by the Liturgie. 

3. They whom God,the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, hath been pleaſed both to Regenerate with 
his holy Spirit,and to receive them for his own chil- 
dren by Adoption, and to incorporate into his holy 
Congregation, are the worſhippers and people of 
God, owned and allowed by the Liturgie of the 
Church of Fagland, and therefore they may meet 
and aſſemble together upon the account of Religi- 
on, according to the allowance of the Liturgie. 

4. They who being buryed with Chriſt in his 
death, aredead unto fin,and do live unto righteouſ- : 
neſs, and are made partakers of the Reſurrection of | 
Chriſt, they are the people of God, and allowed by 
the Liturgie, as aforeſaid. 4 

5. Theyinwhom the old A4dawis buried, and in * 


Publ.Bapt ham the new Manis raiſed up, in whom all carnal # 


affetions do die,and ail things belonging to the Spi- 
rit dolive in them, and grow, are the people of 
God allowed by the Liturgie ſo to be,and may meet 
upon the account of Religion and Worſhip of Gud, 
to the number of five and above. 

6. They who have ſpiritual power and ſtrength 
from the Lord, and Victory to tryumph againſt the 
Devil, 


| 
5 
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( 21) 
Devil,.theWorld.,and the Fleſh, and are endued with Publ.zapt 
heavenly vertues,and are made Members of Chrilt, 

and Inheritors of the Kingdom of Heaven;thouſe are 

the Worſhippers and people of God allowed by the 
Liturgie, as aforeſaid. 

7. They who are (not viciouſly, but) vertuouſly 
brought up, to lead a godly and a Chriſtian life,who 
following the example of Chriſt, and to be made 
like unto him, that as he died and roſe again for g., 4. 
them,ſo they ſhould die trom fin,and rife again unto latter exd 
righteouſneſs, who do continually mortifie in them® —__ 
all evil and corrupt AﬀeGtions,and do daily proceed + 1. 
in all vertue and godlineſs of living, thoſe are the called che 
people allowed and owned by the Liturgie, who 0mm 
may meet and aſlemble together to perform duty Triniry 
and ſervice to God, atany time, and in any place, ®\y. 


which is very meet, right, and their bounden duty, 


and that according to the Liturgie.: See Publick 


Baptiſm, and Communion upon the Feaſt of Trinity. 

- 8, They whoare the ſervants of the ever-living 
Cod,who are regenerated by him, to whom he hath 
granted forgivneſs of all their fins, and doth ſtreng- ;.. 1... 
then them with the holy Ghoſt the Comforter, and called con- 
doth alſo daily encreaſe in them his manifold Gifts fi: _— 
of Grace, the Spirit of wiſdom & nnder(tanding, then of * 
Spirit of counſel and heavenly (trength,the Spirit of hands. 
knowledge and true godlineſs, and are filled with 

the Spirit of Gods holy fear, thoſe are the people 

and worſhippers of God, owned and allowed bythe 
Liturgle, as aforeſaid 3 and they may meet and aſ- 
{emble together in the way of the Worſhip:of __ 

an 


Confirma- 
tion or lay- 
iog on of 
hands. 


Go 
and ought not for ſo doing to be impriſoned or ba- 
nithed, but acquitted and freed therefrom. 

9. They whom Almighty God doth make both 
to will and to do thoſe things that be good and ac- 
ceptable unto him, who are defended with Gods 
heavenly Grace,that they may continue his children 
and people forever : And do daily encreaſe in his 
holy Spirit, to whom God doth certifie (after the 
example of his holy Apoſtles) and aflure them of his 
favour and goodnels towards them, whoſe fatherly 
hand is over them, and his holy Spirit is ever with 
them, to lead them in the knowledg and obedience 
of his Word, thoſe are the people and Workhippers 
__ owned and allowed by the Liturgie,as afore- 

aid. 

10. T hey to whom Almighty God giveth grace,to 
caſt away the works of darkneſs,and put on the Ar- 


REBEs mour of light in the time of this morta! life,& they 
4: collea Who in obedience to, and by vertue of the grace of 


God given and received, do caſt off the works of 
darkneſs,and put onthe Armour of light in the time 
of this mortal lite, are the people and worthippers 
of God,owned,and ſoto be allowed by the Liturgie 
of the Church of England. 

11. They to whom God doth grant and give 


S. Stzthers hearts to learn to love their enemics. & have learn- 


dav, the 
Colle, 


ed that Leſlon, as his bleſſed M:rtyr $rephen did, 

who prayed for his perlecutors,thole arc the people 

ofGod owned and allowed by the Liturgie,as afore- 
ſaid. | | 

; 124, They to whom God hath granted the es 
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Circumciſion of the Spirit, whoſe hearts and mem- The Cir- 
bers are mcit ficd from all worldly and carnal luſts, Fog, 
who do inall tl:1tags obeyGods bletled Will,throughthe Col. 
| our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thoſe are the people of God 
| allowed by the Liturgte, to aflemble and meet toge- 
ther to perform duty and feryice to God inthe way 
! of his Worſhip, as aforeſaid. 
| 13. They who are the Church of God, arethe, 5, 


Houlhold of God,but wicked and unſanctitied peo- zfter Epi 
* pleare not ſo, becauſe the whole Body of theChurch _ the 
' 15 governed and ſanftified by the Spirit of God : 
| Andit is the work of God to keep his houſhvld and goog #117 
family, the Church, ſo governed and ſanctified con- diy! io cat- 
7 tinually in his true Religion, who are defended by Bag 


his mighty power, and ſuch may meet together in 


z} the way and Worlhip of God, being allowed by the 


Liturgie, as aforeſaid. 

14. T hey whom the Lord teacheth,that all their 
doings without charity are nothing worth, inty Qi-qna- 
whoſe hearts God doth pour that moſt excellent $f, v4 


gift of Charity,the very bond of all peace and ver- 


# tues, without which whoſoever liveth is counted 
{ dead before the Lord,thoſe are the people alſo who 


are owned & allowed by the Liturgie of the Church 


{ of England. Quinquageſſuma Sunday Colle. 


15. They who put away the Leven of malice and See TucC- 
wickedneſs,that they may alwayes ſerve the Lord in? i "4 
" . , r week. 
pureneſs of living and truth, and being admitted te coy 
into Chriſts Religion,do eſchew thoſe things that be 3. Sunday 
1 | . atrer Ecit- 
contrary to their profeſſion(as the Q»akers do)and gy ter 


follow all ſuch things as be agreeable to the ſame, 
through 


( 24) 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thoſe people are 
owned and allowed by the Liturgie, as aforeſaid. * 

» Third Sunday after Eaſter Colle@. | 

z. Fuodyy 16,They who own,and have received and are led 
— by that pure ſpiritual foul-ſaving juſtifying light 
which Gecd is the Author of, by whum it 's diicovers- 
ed and made manifeſt to all men, whilſt they are in 
error, to lead them out of errors and the way of un- 
righteouſneſs, into the way ef rigtuecutrel Which 
is the way of the Lord, they are the people owned 

and allowed by the Liturgie, as aforeſaid, 

17. They who by the holy inſpiration and opera- 
wakes tion of Gods holy Spirit are made to think and per- 
Sdn form that which is good, acceptable and well-plea- 
afcer Erſt- fing to the Lord, who makes the minds of all faith- ©: 
erthe Co E-men to be of one Will, thoſe people, and their 

godly religious Mectings are owned and allowed by 
the Liturgie, as aforeſaid, 

12, They whoſe hearts God hath taught by the 
whitſund. light of his holySpirit,to whom by his Spirit he doth 
the Coll. vive and grant a right Judgment in all things, and 

evermore to rejoyce in his holy Comfort,thoſe peo- : 

ple,and their god!y meetings are owned and allow-. 

&d by the Liturgie of the Church of England. 
4 Sanday 19+ They who are protected,ruled,and guided by} 
afcer iv. the Lord, who is the ſtrength of all them that truſt 
co). ,, in him, under whoſe government the courſe of this 
afcer Tiin, WOF1d may be peaceably ordered,that hisCongrega- 
coll. tions may joyfully ſerve him in all godly quietnefs, 
Fang 4 are owned and allowed by the Liturgie,as aforeſaid, * 
Coll. 20, They who give,grant,and allow of liberty of 


Conſcience 
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* | by theLiturgie; becauſe the Liturgie allows of the 
! ſame, ſaying, that the ſervice of God is perfect free- gauce. 


(25) 
Conſcience (to the people of God) in poynt of Reli- 
gion and Worſhip of God, are owned and a!lowed 


2 Coll. tor 


dom,and becauſe the ſervice of God is perfe free- 
dome, none ought to be forced either to it or from 
it (contrary to the principle of God ) by outward 


 compullion. 


21. They who have received the grace and pitt 
of God,whereby their fleſhis ſubdued to the Spirit, 5, 590% 
by vertue whereof they may ever, and aJwayes obey the Coll. 
the godly motions of the Spirit of God 1n righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs, to the honour and glory 094 2- . 
of God, who have no power of themſelves to help noma 
themſelves, but are kept and defended both out- Call 
wardly in body, and inwardly in foul, from all ad- 
verſities which may happen to the body, & from all 


7 evil thoughts which may aflault and hurt the ſoul ; 


{ and that by the Spirit and power of the Almighty 


God,through Chriſt Jeſus the Son of his Love,thoſe 
are the people and worlhippers of God, and both 


! they, and their godly religious Mectings are owned 


by the Lord, and allowed by the Liturgie of the 
Church of Enclard, are not theretore puniſhable by 
the late Act on that account, as aforeſaid. 

22. They who have obtained of the God of all 
mercy perfect remii'on and forgiveneſs of fins , Fit day 
through Chriſt Jeſus,in whom God hath by his (pi- {kc coy 
rit _ power made new and contrite hearts,who by 
the goodneſs of Almighty Gud, are, or inay de pre- 
ſerved evermore, both in budy and ſoul, through 

D 2 Cliritt 


( 26 ) 

Chriſt Jetus tlie Son of his Love, thoſe are the peo- 
CHIEN ple and worſhippers of Gud,and both they and their 
Coll. godly religious Meetings are owned by the Lord, 

and allowed by the Liturglie, as aforeſaid. 

23.They who through the tender love and merc 

of the Lord do follow the example of Chriſt, in his 
: great humility and patience,and are made partakers 
_ of his reſurrection, who are governed and ſandtified 
fore Eaſter by the Spirit of God,of whom the Lord receives ſup- 


FLO 
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the Coll. plications and prayers, which they offer before him, ' 


| for all eſtates of men, in his holy Congregation , 
oe or which is ſo governed and fanctified by the Spirit of 
* God,as aforeſaid, thoſe are the people which God 


doth own as his worthippers,and both they and their © 


godly Mcetings are owned and allowed by the Li- 
turglie of the Church of Exgland: and therefore 
they ought neither to be impriſoned nor baniſhed 
for ſo doing, but rather to be freed and clearly ac- 


quitted from aliEccl-ftaſtical cenſures,and temporal Y 


puniſhments concerning the ſame. 


24. They unto whom God hath granted,and doth | 


or may grant his holy Spirit, alwayes to think and do 


ſuch things as be right and good in the light of God, ; 


ſo that they which cannot be without him, may 
g Sunday 


ifrer Trio, MIN be able to live according to hisWill in all things, ; 


cola, arethe people owned and allowed by the Liturgie, 
to that the people of God are enabled by the Spirit 
givenunto them of God,to do and perform that al- 


wales which 1s acceptable and according to the Will 
of God, as aforeſaid. 


- 


25. Theyarethe people of God, and allowed by ; 
rne & 


| 
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the Liturgie of the Church of Exg/and, in whoſe 7 Sunday 
hearts the Lord God of all power and might,who ig er Tru. 
the Author and giver we fir we things, doch en- y 
oraff the love of his name, and doth encreaſe in their 

hearts his true Religion,and doth alſo nouriſh them 

with all goodneſs, who of his great mercy doth keep 

them in the ſame, through Ctmiſt Jeſus our I ord : 

ſo that the people of God have the love of God en- 
grafted in them, and true religion is planted within 

them, and doth encreaſe in their hearts, who are 
nouriſhed with the vertue and goodneſs of God,and 

by his power preſerved and kept in the ſame 3 and 

who more in that than the @xakers, fo called 2 
Conſider well of it, and do not unworthily puniſh 

them, for being ſo owned and allowed of both in 
principle, practiſe,and judgment or doctrine, by the 
Liturgie, as aforeſaid. 

26. They are the people allowed by the Liturgie, . , 
whom God almighty and everlaſting is alwayes rea- ,g, x7 
dy to hear, and on whom he poureth down abun- coll. 
dance of mercy,forgiving them thoſe things where- 
of Conſcience 1s afraid, ſo that Conſcience isafraid, 
until God out of his mercy forgive fins and tranſ- 
greſſions, and do reſtore Conſcience into a capacity 
again of becoming the ſervant of God ; therefore it —— —— 
is by the only gitt of God,that his true and faithful —_ = 
people do pertorm him true and Jaudable ſervice, Coll. 
and they are the true and faithfu] people and wor- 
ſbippers of God,who by the only ai of God do per- 
form him true and laudable ſervice, as aforeſaid ; 


and ſuch people,and their godly religious Meetings 
and 
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0a 5 Pe-agd Exerciſes, are owned by the Lord,and allowed 


by the Liturgie of the Church, therefore ſuch ought 
not to be puniſhed by Impriſonment or baniſhment 
tor ſerving God according to the gift of God. - 
27.They to whom the Father,by his Son Jes 

ſus Chriſt, hath-given, or doth give many excellent 
gifts, and commandeth them to feed his Flock,-are 
to be diligent in preaching Gods holyWord, and the 
people to whom it is ſopreached,who do obedient» 
ly follow the ſame,are Miniſters and people of Godz 
and the people of God are to ſerve God according 
tothe gitt of God (allowed by the Liturgie ) and 
they are the true & faithful people of God, in whoſe 
hearts his love is engrafted, true Religion planted, 
and doth encreaſe in their hearts, who are nouriſhed 
with the vertue and goodneſs of God, and by his 
power are preſcrved and kept inthe ſame, who b 
the gift of God do perform true and Jaudable ſer- 
vice unto God, as atcreſaid 5 and as that is owned 
and allowed by the Liturgie, ſo likewiſe by the Scri- 

pture 3 and doth not therefore both Liturgie and 
Scripture own and allow of the Doctrines, Princi- 

ples and practiſes of the people of God,reproachful- 
ly called @xakers, and others ? 

28. For the Scripture ſaith, As every wan hath re- 
ceived the gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one to ans- 
ther,as good Stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
If ary man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles of God 
If any man miniſter, let hint #o it as of the ability 
which God giveth, that God in all things may be glo- 
rified through Jeſus Chriſt ; as it is written 1 Pet .4. 
I1. 29. Where- 


wg. 
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29. Whereby it may be obſerved, that none are 
enjoyned, commanded, or required of God to mini- 
ſter trom him to the ſouls of the people,but them to 
whom the gift of Miniſtration is given 3 and alſo, 
that all are commanded, enjoyned,and required by 
the Lord to Miniſter from him to the people, to 
whom the gift of Miniſtration is given, fo that the 
Goſpel is to be preached with the Holy Ghoſt ſent 
down from Heaven, 1 Pet. 1. 11, 12. 

30. And as it is evident,and remains true,that the 


Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt, are by a ſpiritual , p,, , 


power and Goſpel authority, whereby they are t0.10, 18: 
I Ft. 1. 
. —_—_ I1, 12. 
ces of thoſe that receives them, as Miniſters of the acor.z.:,x 


Goſpel of Chriſt,to whom the gift of Miniſtration is 2Co-4.1,z 


be commended in thejſight of God to the Conſcien- 


given of God for that end aud purpoſe, to convert © 
people from the evil of their wayes and doings, un- 
to God, by turning them from darkneſs unto light, 
and ſo from the power of Satan unto God, they are 
to preach inthe Spirit, and to the ſpirits in priſon, 
with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven. 

31. So are both Miniſters and people to pray unto 
God, and praiſe him in the Spirit, and that accord-: 
ing to the Apoſtolick dectrine, as it is written Rowe. 
8. 14. Rome. 8.26,27. 1Cor. 14. 15. 

Laſtly, By what hath been ſaid, it is evident, and 
doth appear what perſons and Meetings are owned 
and allowed both by the Liturgie and Scripture,and 
that by the allowance of both,the ſervice and wor-- 
ſhip of God is to be performed by the Spirit and gift 
of God : And that they who meet, preach, and pray, 
or 


(.30 ) 
or perform duty and ſervice to God in the Spirits. - 
and by the gift of God, they are the only people 
owned by the Lord,as his people,and worſhippers of 
him,and alſo allowed by the Liturgje, as aforeſaid. 
Therefore the people of God called Quakers, and 
others,who pertorm ſervice unto God by the gift of 
God, are owned and allowed by the Liturgie and 
Scripture, as aforeſaid, and ought to be acquitted 
from all Eccleſtaſtical Cenſures and Temporal pu- 


niſhmeats conceraing the ſame. 
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